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Amends ATF’s regulations by removing and replacing

the regulatory definitions of “firearm frame or receiver”
and “frame or receiver” using examples and diagrams to
clearly convey what is a “frame or receiver,” amending
the definitions of “firearm” and “gunsmith,” providing
definitions of terms such as “complete weapon,”
“complete muffler or silencer device,” “privately made
firearm” and “readily,” and amending regulations on
marking and recordkeeping.
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Definition of “Frame or Receiver”

Identifies only one part of a firearm to be the “frame” or “receiver” that requires a
serial number.

Definition of a “frame or receiver” includes a partially complete, disassembled, or
nonfunctional frame or receiver that has reached a stage in manufacture where it may
quickly and easily (“readily”) be made to function as a “frame or receiver

Grandfathers in existing classifications of frames or receivers (to include split frames
or receivers) and allows them to be marked in accordance with the existing
requirements.

Partially complete, disassembled, or nonfunctional frames or receivers, including
parts kits, that ATF did not classify as “frames or receivers” prior to the rule will not
be grandfathered in under the final rule and will need to be re—evaluated.

Licensed manufacturers or importers are required to abide by the new marking
requirements only for new firearm designs.
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Privately Made Firearms (PMFS)

- Federal firearms licensees (FFLs) that choose to take into inventory PMFs
are required to mark and record PMFs within 7 days of the firearm being
acquired by a licensee, or before disposition, whichever first occurs.

- If FFLs had PMFs1n their inventory when the final rule was effectiove they
had until 60 days to mark them.

- There is no requirement in the rule for FFLs to accept a PMF into inventory

Record Retention

- FFLs must retain their Firearms Transaction Records, For is 4..7a,.and
acquisition and disposition records until they dliscontmue tieir 3us1ness or
licensed activity

 
 

    

https://Www.atfgov/rules———and—regulations/definition-frame--or-
recelver/summary
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The final rule’s definition of “rifle” states clearly that the term “designed,
redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder”

includes a weapon that is equipped with an accessory, component, or other
rearward attachment (e.g., a “stabilizing brace”), that provides surface area
that allows the weapon to be fired from the shoulder, provided other factors
(as described in the rule) indicate the weapon is designed, made, and
intended to be fired from the shoulder.
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The final rule was signed by the Attorney General on January 13,2023 and

was subsequently published in the Federal Register on January 31, 2023.

The Final Rule is effective on January 31, 2023.

The compliance date is 120 days from the date of publication, which is May
31, 2023.
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Remove the short barrel and attach a 16—inch or longer rifled barrel to the
firearm.

. Permanently remove and dispose of, or alter, the “stabilizing brace” such
that it cannot be reattached.

. Turn the firearm into your local ATF office.

. Destroy the firearm.

Register the weapon as set forth below depending on your category of
possessor
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The Department is forbearing the NFA taxes on persons in current possession of firearms
equipped with “stabilizin brace” as described: Individuals, FFLs, and FFL/SOT Dealers
W1 1 not be subject to the E200 making tax for SBR’s in their possession , so long as they
timely submit an E-Form 1 by May 31, 2023 as of January 31, 2023

FFLs that are Class 1 Importer or Class 2 Manufacturer SOT holders in possession of
unregistered firearms equipped with a “stabilizing brace” that are subject to the provisions
of the NFA as of January 31, 2023 must timely register their affected firearms on an E-
Form 2 by May 31, 2023.

— Because the E-Form 2 does not require an accompanying tax payment, ATF will not
collect any taxes for reg1strat10n 0 these weapons.

— Once registered on E-Form 2, FFLs-SOT holders are liable for the applicable transfer
taxes when the firearm is subsequently transferred.
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- FFLs that are NOT a Class 1 Importer or Class 2 Manufacturer SOT
holder (includes FFL/SOT dealers)

— Submit through the eForms system an Application to Make and
Register a Firearm, ATF Form 1 (“e-Form 1”) by May 31, 2023.

Must have had possession of affected firearm before January
31, 2023.

' Not required to pay the $200 making taX upon registration

' May adopt markings on the firearm for purposes of the e-
Form 1 if the firearm is marked in accordance with 27 CFR

478.92 and 479.102. If the firearm is not so marked, then the

individual must mark the firearm as required.
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FFLs that are NOT a Class 1 Importer or Class 2 Manufacturer SOT holder
(includes FFL/SOT dealers)

- If the FFL wishes to continue to engage in the business of dealing SBRs
equipped with a “brace” device, the FFL will need to become a Class 3 SOT
in accordance with the NFA.

- If the FFL Wishes to continue to engage in business of manufacturing SBRs
equipped with a “brace” device, the FFL will need to become a Class 2 SOT
in accordance with the NFA.
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FFLs that are Class 1 Importer or Class 2 Manufacturer SOT under NFA

- Register all affected firearms currently in inventory tax free on e—Form 2

- Have until May 31, 2023 to register current inventory

- To transfer affected firearms after January 31, 2023, the SBRs must be

registered in the NFRTR and a Form 4 or Form 3 must be submitted to ATF.
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Certain Governmental Entities

Register on e—Form 10, meaning future transfers are limited to other
government entities.

- Register on e—Form 1, meaning the SBR may later be transferred to non—
government entities.

- Have until May 31, 2023 to register SBRs with “stabilizing brace” that are
in their possession as of January 31, 2023.

- Not required to pay $200 making tax.
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- To transfer after January 31, 2023, the SBR must first be registered in the
NFRTR, and then a Form 4 must be submitted and approved.

- Any SBR with a “stabilizing brace” that is newly made or acquired after
January 31, 2023 will be subject to the regular NFA Form 1 (or Form 2
for qualified SOT holders) application process and making tax.

ATF FOIA Release: 2023-00128—000069



  

For questions regarding the application of the final rule, contact the
Firearms Industry Programs Branch: FIPB@atf.gov.

For technical questions regarding firearms, contact the Firearms and
Ammunition Technology Division at: FiremTech@atf.gov.

For questions regarding the rulemaking process, contact the Office of
Regulatory Affairs at ORA@atf.gov.

For questions about the eForm process, utilize the “Ask the Experts” tab
within the eForms application.

https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/factoring-criteria-firearms-
attached-stabilizing-braces
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  (b)(5)/(b)(7)(C)
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   (b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)
NICS Liaison Specialists
IFederai Bureau of Investigation Natienai instant Criminal Backgreund

Crimieai justice information Services Division CIIECR System (NICS) Section
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NICS Participation Map

NI. .

fiN. Mariana Island

Guam

w 0

Alnerlcan Samoa

4:1 val Eir arms Licensees FFLS centact state for
handguns, and contact FBI for
long gun background checks
 

 

 

Puerto Rico

Virgin Island”&

Please refer to, the latest Permanent Brady Permit
Chart for specific permit details.

wewatfawov rules—and—re ulations ermanentwbrad '~   

07701/202
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NICS E-Check

WWW.nicsezcheckfbi.g0V

heckfbi.gov

NICS Contracted

Call Center

1-877-324-6427

(FBI-NICS)
‘F {EMA Release: 2023-00128—000098 
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At the NICS Contracted Call Centers
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° Disqualifying Record-i

° Hit in any database

   ' NICS Transaction Number (NTN) and the

Brady Transfer Date provided.
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° No Hits— \
 

 

° Disqualifying Record—
 

° Hit in any Database—Researching   

 

SNQK

  
    

  

 

N?” " Subject Name 5" Created Sate " submit User :;::y “£6“er ‘7’ Expiration Data 5" Stmus 5" Prins? sum IRezrivavaE

‘ HPRJCE‘XE‘; MECE‘LEY MOUSE jun 13, 2019 9:55:34 AN! 6.4221101 9 7M 2J1? 9:35 AM

‘ HPRJCBXE {EARTH V jun 13, 2019 '3 6.4221101 9 7M 2J1? 913-3 AM Delayed

‘ HPRJCBWV EUGENE jun 13, ’ 6122/2019 7M 2J1? 913': AM    

   

 

  

  

  ‘THPRJFZEWZ CHARUE BECXET 7/1 SHQ 9:49 A-‘u‘l

 

Canceltad

      ‘THDRJB’EKH Fm! Rm? Test S NSTifiJEB

  

  

‘THPRJB’ERE Ron Y‘s-t test NZCS NSTifiJEB C/l‘u‘lg 'EGMGE AM 336%

Eugene C (3:93;: Apt 29, 20’: NZCS ENH'SATES‘ EJEIZBTB 54"29119 7:03 AM Expweu

SHPRJ'JBMP (Mikey mouse 99111201 NZCS ENH'SATES‘ 54"11119 21:02 PM Open  

 

ENH'SATES‘   Eugene C (3:93;: Apr 11, 2019 8:38:22 AM Open    
R\\E§a\\\fi
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  ° No Hits—Z

° Disqualifying Record;

W

 

 

 

° Hit in any Database—Researching   
E—Cnack transactions

 

   NTN "a” subject Name E" Createdibam ”é" Submit User Era-fly Hamster Date 3 Exairatien State '9' Status 3+" Print? Status Retrieval
  

FW‘JHFC teszu Feb 22 W4! scm ' _ " gm
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National Crime

Information Center

(NCIC)
 

 

-Wanted Persons

—Pr0tecti0n Orders

-Immigrati0n Violators

-Pr0teetive Interest File

-F0reign Fugitive

Supervised Release

—Nati0nal Sex Offender Registry

-Gang File

-Threat Screening Center File

-Violent Person File

7,356,816 Records
As of 2/28/23   
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NICS Metrics—

    
State Permit Transactions

State Firearm Transactions

Federal Transactions—NICS Section

Total NICS Transactions

NICS E~Check

Federal Immediate Proceeds

Federal Denials

As of February 28, 2023

Calendar Year

(CY) 2023

2,503,292

1,131,875

1,604,361

5,239,528

1,442,016

1,409,679

19,185
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Program to

Date (PTD)

166,659,131

109,184,263

172,568,834

448,412,228

74,814,311

150,794,514

2,190,557
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30 TRANSFERRED

TO THE

FBI NICS‘ SECTION
W

10 DELAYED FOR

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH
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   Delay
Queue  

NICS Indies-Is

  
ATFRDD  

NICS

Examiner
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  Federal Prohibitions

Gun Control Act of 1968;

Title 18, United States Code (U.S.C.), Section 922

The federal firearm prohibitions apply to any person who:

  

  

 

   

  

 

   

(g)(l) Has been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding
one year (or a misdemeanor crime punishable by imprisonment over two years)

(g)(2) Is a fugitive from justice

(g)(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance

(g)(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental defective or committed to a mental institution

(g)(5) Is an alien and is illegally or unlawfully in the United States

(g)(6) Has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions

(g)(7) Has renounced their US. citizenship  
  

 

(g)(8) Is subject to a qualifying protection/restraining order

(g)(9) Has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence

  

(11) Is under indictment/information for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a
term exceeding one year '  

QlA Release: 2023-00128—000106



  
Potential purchaser receives a Unique Personal

Identification Number (UPIN)

UPIN is a six“ or eight-digit alphanumeric

number (VOIABC) given to successful VAF

applicants

   

  

   

 

UPIN is used on all future firearm purchases

(BOX 17 of the ATF Form 4473)

Questions: Biometric Customer Service Group

at (304) 6256590 or Identity@fbi.gov
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New E-Check users

WWW.nicsezcheckfbi.gov

1. Register to use the NICS E-Cheek

2. Complete the NICS E-Cheek Enrollment

Form and return it to the NICS Section

~aecess with your username and passphrase

{NA Release: 2023-00128—0001 12
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Submit a Search Reques
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Submit a Search Reques
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Verify Search mfnrmax‘mi’.

 
 

   
E EQIA Release: 2023-00128—000121



  
PEO'I‘BCTINO “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING Om: NATION

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

9:: Eafizmr'mmfifim 

   



PEO'I‘BCTINO “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING Om: NATION

- (HECKJ‘ESY-l

1.15am Aicamis — _ “Iaimain

Precessee

Check NTN Sbams

FFL fixer - Bee’s:

Fx’T‘E’Il Hist-aw 23160.3"

Ewes:

  

   



 

User Aacauréts - Mama"

ECl'liCHJEEM

 

 

 

Shingle 9355mm

 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

"""ATF'FOM'Rele e:2023001283001'24""

  

PEO'I‘BCTINO “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING Om: NATION

 
  



 

  

 

  Federal Prohibitions

Gun Control Act of 1968;

Title 18, United States Code (U.S.C.), Section 922

The federal firearm prohibitions apply to any person who:

  

  

 

   

  

 

   

(g)(l) Has been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding
one year (or a misdemeanor crime punishable by imprisonment over two years)

(g)(2) Is a fugitive from justice

(g)(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance

(g)(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental defective or committed to a mental institution

(g)(S) Is an alien and is illegally or unlawfully in the United States

(g)(6) Has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions

  
  

 

(g)(7) Has renounced their US. citizenship

(g)(8) Is subject to a qualifying protection/restraining order

(g)(9) Has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence

  

(11) Is under indictment/information for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a
term exceeding one year '  
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For NICS purposes, there are three

classifications of aliens:

1. Illegal/Unlawful Alien

2. Immigrant Alien

3. Nonimmigrant Alien
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NONIMMIGRANT VISA REQUIREMENTS

FORA NICS CHECK

- If the subject is a nonimmigrant alien admitted to the

United States under a nonimmigrant Visa (Yes to

Question 21 .n.l on the ATF Form 4473), a valid

nonimmigrant exception MUST be provided.

\/ Questions 21.n.2 and 26d on the ATF Form 4473

FQIA Release: 2023-00128—000129
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER

- All non-US. citizens have an alien number for Question 20.

There are no exceptions for firearm purchases.

All nonimmigrants admitted to the United States under a Visa

are required to have an exception, i.e., valid hunting license.

Verify the alien number when possible—an incorrect number

will result in a deny.

When providing an alien number to the NICS operator,

indicate “AR/USCIS” (9 numerical digits) or “I-94”

(ll numerical digits).
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Benefits

I Added customer protection against identity theft

Added protection of FFL license number and code word

N0 hold times waiting for the call center

Ability to check the status of an NTN 24/7

Notification of a change in status

Release: 2023-001 28-000131
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Google Chrome/Microsoft Edge

I Internet Explorer/Mozilla Firefox

I Password Autofill

Bookmark

I www.mcsezcheckfbigov
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  Enhancements

    

 

    
  

I Safer Communities Act

I Under 21 enhanced checks

I Dating Relationship

NICS Denial Notification Act

State age limit banner notification

Self-reset and unlock for personal passphrase or

challenge questions  
   E-mail notification for status changes

Mobile Device mode

A Release: 2023-00128—000135



 

           

  

Future Enhancements

  
  

I Safer Communities Act

I Firearm Handler Checks

I Gun File access

 

  

 

I Elimination of challenge questions for E-

Check users

QlA Release: 2023-00128—000136



     
   

  

 

Important Dos and Don’

Improve Your NICS Experience

I Do check your NTN statuses daily on NICS E—Check.

I Do not initiate a check on the NICS E—Check if you have already

called in a check to the call center.

Do provide as much descriptive information as possible during

your searches.  

  

Do remember your FFL number and code word.

Change FFL code word periodically.

If you change your contact phone number, notify the ATF at

<FFLC@atf.gov>.

Do record the status on the ATF form 4473 even if you printed the

results of the transaction from the NICS E—Check.
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NICS Section Contact Information
(b)(6)l(b)(7)(C) TIEIIENIIII SpeeIaEIsI

(b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  (b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)” , 'EIEIIIIIIII NIIeIIEaEEsI
 

 

  

 

 
 

(b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)
 

EIEIIEsIIII SpeeIaEIsI

(b)(6)/(b)(7)(C)
 
 

NICS II.sEII.ess ‘eEIIE’EIIIIs

N'ZEEZ‘SUaEsIII/‘I.@EEII.gev

   



PIIo'I‘BCTIIm “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING OUR NATION

 

 

EIEeIIEeIIIIIIE (b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)

LEeIIEeIIaIIE (b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)

    

   

EEEETEEIEEEEEE SEa’Ee EEeEEee

ATF FOIA Release: 2023-00128—000139



PIIo'I‘BCTIIm “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING OUR NATION

  

 

 
............Emaii “patag

EEIIIIIIIEIIIIIE EerIIfIs

  Ie Ea reeeEee-v News er: a;Seeaer

mesate Emm the

PIIEIEEeaEEeIIs AEeoEIeE, 'Eeeaeee, firearms and

' Eagilaoeieee

FAQs

 

EIIIEIIsEey EEIIIEEEes

 

gem Laws mg 53?reg” grease? .33: ra‘rfrees

EEIIEIEEIIEIeIE QIIEII’IIIIIees
 

   

 ATF FOIA Release: 2023-00128—000140



  
  

PIIo'I‘BCTIIm “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING OUR NATION

Skieage EEeEeE EEEIIEsEeII

III’EerrIEEIIEEEe F‘EeEIE @EEEee

(b)(6)l(b)(7)(C)
 

   

ATF FOIA Release: 2023-00128—000141



PIIo'I‘BCTIIm “TI-IE PUBLIC

SERVING OUR NATION

  ATF FOIA Release: 2023-00128—000142


